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SVRWF Meetings are held at the Blue Pheasant Restaurant 
22100 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95124 

 
Our next luncheon meeting is Thursday, May 6th. 

Social 11:30 AM., Lunch 12:00 PM, Cost $20.00 
Call Louise Kinney at (408) 739-4724 for reservations before noon Monday prior to meeting. 

 “A reservation made is a reservation paid!” 
 

Menu Choices:  Chicken Caesar Salad - Fresh Romaine w/ Chef's own Caesar 

dressing, fresh parmesan, homemade croutons, and grilled chicken breast or 

Shrimp Scampi- Tiger shrimp sautéed in light bordelaise & served on a bed of rice. 

 
 

Our guest speaker this month will be District Attorney Delores Carr. 
 
DA Dolores Carr brings 30 years of broad legal experience to the job. Her roles have encompassed criminal 
defense, general civil litigation, the District Attorney’s Office and as a Superior Court Judge. She was a 
Supervising Deputy of the Sexual Assault Unit in the DA’s office, and has headed the union representing Public 
Defender and District Attorney employees. She was Supervising Judge of Santa Clara County’s award-winning 
Family Division.   
 
Thirty years in the field have afforded DA Dolores Carr the opportunity to bring about reform, and to lead the 
community in the critical areas of crime prevention, domestic violence prevention, legal advocacy for children, 
victims’ rights, and more.  In a few short years, District Attorney Carr has aggressively reformed the DA's 
office, changing a "Win at all costs" culture to one which "Strives for justice every day." Her leadership is 
marked by innovation, efficiency and accessibility.  Let’s welcome Delores Carr to our luncheon meeting.   

 
Come out and “talk republican” at our monthly meetings.   See you there! 

  

www.svrwf.org
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE (04/27/10) 
 
The 2010 campaigns are about to begin and will continue through November.  Please be aware of all candidates 
and issues and how they will affect you.  I know this may be preaching to the choir but it has to be said. 
 
I am sure you have all gotten your voter pamphlet by now and the absentee ballots will be out momentarily.  
Eve has the ballot initiatives listed in the newsletter so you know where CFRW stands on each issue.  We have 
allowed any Republican candidate for elected office to come to our meetings and have a couple of minutes to 
speak and to put out their materials.    
 
Now we have to work hard to register as many Republicans as we can.  Our club is manning a voter registration 
table at Valley Fair Shopping Center on the second Saturday of each month until the November election.  If you 
can give a few hours please contact Shirley Harvey or me and we will get you on the schedule.  The more 
people are aware of elections the more that will vote and people are unhappy with those in power so let’s help 
them see the need for REAL CHANGE! 
 
If you want to walk precincts, make phone calls or just put some time in for a Republican candidate please call 
The Santa Clara County Republican Party and let them know they will connect you with a campaign.  Their 
phone number is 246-6600 and either Kim Theis or a volunteer will be delighted to help you. 
 
Please have a wonderful Mothers Day and honor our fallen soldiers on Memorial Day.  When I was young all of 
the children walked to the local park and put flowers on the War Memorial plaque.  Wouldn’t it be nice if 
children still did this, they might then learn to honor those who gave their all for their country.  Just my thought. 
 

 
Laura Riffle 
President, SVRWF 
 

 
 
UPCOMMING EVENTS 

 

May 6        General Meeting Blue Pheasant Restaurant, Cupertino 

   11:30 gathering 12:00 meeting 

   Speaker:  Dolores Carr,  Santa Clara County District Attorney 

   Please see what you can do to support her re-election 

   Cookies: Alice Wilson 

 

May 6   National Day of Prayer 

 

May 8   Voter Registration Valley Fair-Contact Shirley Harvey 

   Sign up at our May 6 Meeting! 

                                                                                                                             

May 9      Mother’s Day 

 

May 13   Board Meeting 2095 Park Ave. San Jose Hosted by June Fromm 

 

 

May 31   Memorial Day 
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MEMBER NEWS 
 

SVRWF  FOUNDERS  DAY 

Happy 41st Birthday Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated (formerly Sunnyvale Republican Women 
Federated) was granted their Charter on May 17, 1961 after being organized on April 27, 1961.  There were 18 Charter 
Members.  They organized because they had a deep concern for good government.  Meetings were first held in their 
homes.  As they grew they met in the Friendship Room of the Pioneer Investment and Savings Bank in downtown 
Sunnyvale, then to Sunnyvale Parks Activity Rooms for Coffee and Donuts.  Luncheons were "Special Occasions" - 
currently we have a "Special Occasion" each Month.  Through the years, the Club has been recognized with many 
awards for its activities - among them:  Silver, Gold, and Diamond plus Membership, Americanism, Club 
Achievement, Community service, and etc.  Nine of the Past Presidents are currently active members.  Many thanks to 
all whose dedicated work and spirit has made SVRWF a strong Federated Club for 40+ years. 
  
ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN UPDATE:  Even if you don’t “know” a chaplain you probably know someone who has a 

family member deployed in a combat zone. Every deployed warrior is cared for by a chaplain.  Bring donations to our 

May meeting and support our troops.  DVD’s, magazines, Fathers Day cards, snack items, and toiletries needed.  

 

ACTION ALERT:  Voter Registration.  We will be manning the table the 2

nd

 Saturday of each month from now until 

November.  Volunteer and help the club, and help get out the vote!  Also note that “decline to state” voters may request 

a ballot of their choice i.e. Republican or Democrat for the primary elections on June 8

th

  at the polling place or via the 

Registrar of Voters.   

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  Madeline Griggs celebrates her 96

th

 birthday this month.  Let’s all wish her the best!  

 

 
LEGISLATION 
California Update from CRWF and other sources 
 
CFRW Proposition Voter Guide (updated 4/27/10)   
 
Prop 13: Limits on Property Tax Assessment. Seismic Retrofitting of Existing Buildings. Legislative Constitutional 

Amendment: CFRW recommends a YES vote.  Prop 13 would protect home and business owners from new taxes if 

they decide to seismically retrofit their property.  

 
Prop 14: Primary Election Process Reform. Greater Participation in Elections: CFRW recommends a NO vote.  Don’t 

let the title of this proposition fool you. Greater participation, unlikely. Less representation, definitely. This proposition 

is on the ballot because of a backdoor budget vote trade, and Democrats and Republicans actually agree, this is not a 

good idea.  

 
Prop 15: California Fair Elections Act. CFRW recommends a NO vote.  Another cleverly disguised title. Prop 15 

would create publicly funded races for the Secretary of State’s office for the 2014 and 2018 election cycles. What is 

scary about this initiative is that it repeals the 1978 Political Reform Act that prohibits candidates from receiving 

public moneys for seeking elective office.  

 
Prop 16: Imposes New Two-Thirds Voter Approval Requirement for Local Public Electricity Providers. Initiative 

Constitutional Amendment. After further investigation and analysis of Prop 16, the Voting Body has decided to change 

from a recommendation of support for Prop 16 to NO  vote..  This proposition requires that there be a public vote if 

the local electricity providers are to change.  

 
Prop 17: Allows Auto Insurance Companies to Base Their Prices in Part on a Driver's History of Insurance Coverage. 

Initiative Statute. CFRW recommends a YES vote.  Another proposition that the California Republican Party has also 

recommended a support position.  
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The California Senate voted to approve the nomination of Senator Abel Maldonado to be California's 47th Lieutenant 
Governor with a 25-7 vote.   Abel Maldonado will be the first Republican Latino to hold statewide office in California 
in 135 years and he will have endured the longest confirmation process in California history.  
 
Government Employees' Union Proposes $40 Billion in Tax Hikes   The American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) made a presentation to lawmakers April 22 in which the union proposed 
approximately $40 billion in tax hikes, including a split-roll property tax, oil severance tax, sales tax on services, and 
increases in the taxes on gasoline, alcohol, tobacco and vehicles….The union classified several of its proposals as 
needing only a majority vote to pass the Legislature, including several that it described in its press release as taxes. 
(Cal-Tax: It is not clear why the union believes the Legislature could ignore the two-thirds vote requirement for 
changes in taxes that are intended to produce additional revenue.) – California Taxpayers Association 
 
 
National Update from NRWF and other sources 
 
Senate Bill 3217 “The Wall Street Bailout Bill”**:  Section 113 of the bill establishes a “Financial Stability Oversight 

Council”.  This section creates a protected class of too big to fail firms. Section 204 creates a permanent bailout 

authority.  The bill authorizes the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to “make available…..funds for the 

orderly liquidation of a covered financial institution." Section 203 (b) provides for seizure of private property without 

meaningful judicial review. The Secretary of the Treasury would have the authority for such a seizure. Section 210  

(n)(1) establishes a $50 Billion fund to pay for bailouts.  This would be known as the “Orderly Resolution Fund” 

within the U.S. Treasury. Section 210 (n)(9) opens a “line of credit” to the Treasury for additional government funding. 

Section 1155 authorizes regulators to guarantee the debt of solvent banks.  The FDIC is Authorized to guarantee the 

debt of “solvent depository institutions” if regulators declare that a liquidity crisis (“event”) exists. The bill imposes 

one-size-fits-all reform in derivative markets.  The bill would require virtually all derivative contracts to be settled 

through a clearinghouse rather than directly between parties .  In spite of what the President says about Wall Street, this 

bill is probably what Goldman Sachs and the rest of Wall Street lobbyists would love to have.  Just a note:  The 

President is not going to return the close to one million dollar contribution he received from Goldman Sachs.  

 

The Republican Members of the Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs are the following: 
Richard Shelby             Alabama                     202-224-5744        Fax:  202-224-3416 

Robert Bennett              Utah                           202-224-5444                 202-228-1168 

Jim Bunning                  Kentucky                   202-224-4343                 202-228-1373 

Mike Crapo                   Idaho                          202-224-6142                 202-228-1375 

Bob Corker                   Tennessee                   202-224-3344                 202-228-0566 

Jim DeMint                   South Carolina           202-224-6121                 202-228-5143 

David Vitter                  Louisiana                   202-224-4623                 202-228-5061 

Mike Johanns                Nebraska                    202-224-4224                 202-228-0436 

Kay B. Hutchinson       Texas                          202-224-5922                 202-224-0776 

Senator Grassley           Iowa                           202-224-3744                 202-224-6020 

 

The members of the Environment and Public Works Committee need to hear from us too! Republican Senators 
need to know our opposition to the disastrous bill of Cap and Trade.  Call now!  
  

James M. Inhofe Oklahoma                   202-224-4721     Fax   202-228-0380           

George Voinovich         Ohio                            202-224-3353          202-228-1382 

David Vitter               Louisiana                    202-224-4623             202-228-5061 

John Barrasso            Wyoming                    202-224-6441          202-224-1724 

Mike Crapo                   Idaho                          202-224-6142            202-228-1375 

Chris Bond                   Missouri                     202-224-5721              202-224-8149 

Lamar Alexander           Tennessee                   202-224-4944                202-228-3398 

 
**Legislative Issues Chair, Northern Division – California Federation of Republican Women   -  www.cfrwnd.org  

www.cfrwnd.org 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
Louise Kenney   Telephone  
Barbara Ferguson  Hospitality  
Alice Wilson   Luncheon  
JoAnn Barr   Budget  
Jane Reed   Ways & Means  
Eve Bretzke   Legislation 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
 
Patron Member:   $50.00 
Regular Member:  $32.00 
Associate* Member:  $20.00 
 
*A member of another Federated Club or a Republican 
Gentleman 
 
Membership dues may be sent to: 
 
SVRWF c/o Laura Riffle, President 
1909 Grand Teton Drive 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
 
 
NFRW / CFRW/ SVRWF CLUB WEBSITES 
 
Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated 
www.svrwf.org  - Back issues of club newsletters 
available online.    
 

CFRW and NFRW websites: 
www.cfrwnd.org – Newly Updated!  
www.cfrw.org 
www.nfrw.org   
 
Other Websites of Interest: 
www.bayareagop.com 

www.gop.com 

www.cagop.org 

www.yourgob.org - NEW 

www.StopProp14.com - NEW 

 

Don’t have a computer? Visit your local library for 
free internet access.  Your local taxes at work!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
** Cartoons from townhall.com and club member submissions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.svrwf.org
www.cfrwnd.org 
www.cfrw.org
www.nfrw.org
www.bayareagop.com
www.gop.com
www.cagop.org
www.yourgob.org
www.StopProp14.com
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 SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS   
 
 

 

GOLFLAND ®  
FAMILY FUN CENTERS 
Sunnyvale – 855 E. El Camino Real  

(408) 245-1322 

San Jose – 976 Blossom Hill Road    

(408) 225-1533 

Milpitas – I-680 @ Jacklin Road   

(408) 263-4330 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the NFRW:  Founded in 1938, the NFRW 
has thousands of active members in local clubs across the 
nation and in several U.S. territories, making it one of the 
largest women’s political organizations in the country. The 
grassroots organization recruits and elects Republican 
candidates, advocates the Party’s philosophy and initiatives, 
and empowers women in the political process. For more 
information about the NFRW, visit www.nfrw.org 

The Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated thanks our 
sponsors for helping defray the costs of publication and 
distribution of this newsletter.  Sponsorship does not constitute 
endorsement of any product, service or candidate by NFRW, 
CFRW, Northern Division, or this Federated Club.  For 
information on how to become a sponsor, email 
newsletter@svrwf.org for details. 

 

www.nfrw.org 
mailto:newsletter@svrwf.org for details. 

